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Ladies and Gentlemen,

This presentation pack aims to introduce you to the
PAarc project, part of which, the Olympic water
sports centre, will be delivered at the end of 2010.

This new, environmentally-friendly sports complex is situated to the west of the Dunkirk conurbation,
not far from Calais and Saint-Omer, and will be a major sporting venue in the Opal Coast 
and Nord - Pas-de-Calais region, attracting high-level sporting events.

I would like to thank the sporting and institutional partners who have supported us in our 
determination to build this great site, which was designed more than twenty years ago 
by Albert Denvers and Jacques Decriem.

With its 4 million inhabitants, Nord – Pas-de-Calais is France’s youngest region and needs major
structuring amenities. The PAarc will meet the needs of a number of water sports federations
(rowing, canoeing, swimming, triathlon) which, through the results achieved by their athletes, 
help towards France’s influence in World Championships and Olympic Games.

The PAarc will be a real asset to the region and its young people.

Sportingly yours,

Bertrand RINGOT
Chairman of the Aa and Bourbourg / Gravelines “SIVOM” (communes association)

Vice-Chairman of the Dunkirk Urban Community,

Responsible for Transport and Urban Mobility 

Mayor of Gravelines
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Introduction

The building of the “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa”

A total surface area of 175 hectares, a multi-purpose Olympic water sports centre over 2 km
long in an outstanding country park, with a wide variety of accommodation options…
The “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” is the first facility of its type north of Paris. Work started here
in late 2008 on a colossal project, the first phase of which will be completed in June 2011.

A unique and unusual facility north of Paris…
A stone’s throw from the banks of the river Aa and the fortified town of Gravelines, in the commune
of Saint-Georges-sur l’Aa and close to the main regional and European communication routes, the
PAarc is undergoing its most important phase: the digging-out of the “Albert DENVERS” Multi-pur-
pose Olympic Water Sports Centre, which will be ready from 2011 to welcome rowing, canoeing,
long-distance swimming and triathlon teams preparing for major sporting events.
With its Olympic size – 2,237 m long, 138 m wide and 3 m deep – the water sports centre will be
an ideal training base. It meets the standards of the International Federations that may be persuaded
to organise official competitions here.

The site will no doubt become a European regional training centre for clubs and national
teams preparing for competition.

… at the heart of a “green lung” that combines sport and nature.
The PAarc has taken up a firm “sport, leisure, family, nature” stance and will be in a position 
to cater for nature-lovers as well as the top sportsmen and women.
The second phase of the works includes the building of accommodation facilities and the creation 
of a leisure lake for lovers of wind-based sports, fishing and a variety of other water sports.
A country park will also be laid out around the lake. This will include a variety of environments 
(meadowland, ponds, wetlands, woodland, etc.), will form a nature reserve for the plant and animal
life and will become a real educational resource for introducing people to the environment. 
Footpaths, cycle tracks and bridle paths will provide a network of non-polluting ways of exploring 
the PAarc.
The current site development programme will also include the building of accommodation 
structures, leisure housing facilities and the development of waterway tourism on the Aa, 
offering the inhabitants of the “Rives de l’Aa” and Nord-Pas de Calais communes, and our regional
and European neighbours, an outstanding centre for tourism, recreation and sport served by 
the A16 motorway.
The project is being run by Aa “SIVOM” (communes authority) and has already been given 
technical and financial support by the Government (National Sports Development Centre), 
the Nord-Pas de Calais Regional Council, the Nord Departmental Council, the Dunkirk Urban 
Community and the French Federations concerned.



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

8



A location
on the banks of the Aa

99



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

10



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

11

The Aa, a coastal river in Northern France

Gravelines is a seaside town in Northern France halfway between Dunkirk and Calais, 
at the mouth of the river Aa. The Aa rises in the Artois hills, in Bourthes, and flows into the sea 
to the north of Gravelines after crossing through and draining the Saint-Omer marshes.

Gravelines, a fortified town built 
by Vauban and a developing marina

Founded between 1159 and 1163, Gravelines is fascinating for its fortifications. Vauban’s Citadel
has been patiently restored in recent years and is now a peaceful, pleasant town taking 
on a new lease of life for its 13,000 inhabitants. Gravelines is also very largely orientated 
towards the sea, with a rapidly growing marina (450 moorings) and a seaside resort that is very 
busy in the season. A floral town that opens out on to its natural environment, Gravelines offers 
a network of over 25 km of footpaths and long-distance trails on which hikers can explore the local
heritage, plant and animal life, polders and grey and white dunes. Gravelines, and more generally
the area covered by the “SIVOM des Rives de l’Aa” (an inter-communal authority that includes 
the communes of Bourbourg, Craywick, Gravelines, Loon-Plage and Saint-Georges-sur l’Aa) 
is undeniably a very popular tourist centre for its European neighbours – English, Belgian and Dutch –
for short breaks.

“The PAarc”: 
an ambitious project

Aa “SIVOM” is a proactive authority that has
been working since1992 on a policy to develop
sport, leisure, culture, the environment and 
tourism in the region. Its undeniable assets have
enabled it to initiate a wide variety of development
projects, including the building of a vast country
park offering an ambitious range of facilities for
sport, tourism, families and the environment to add to the existing sports (SPORTICA complex) 
and water sports (Water Sports Centre) facilities.

A location
on the banks of the Aa
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A “green lung” for the western Dunkirk conurbation 
and the Opal Coast

Built on approximately 175 hectares of land in the communes of Gravelines and 
Saint-Georges-sur-l’Aa, The “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” provides an essential environmental 
counterweight to the industrialised Dunkirk area in the western part of the community region. 

This “green lung”, eagerly awaited by local inhabitants, will help to improve the living environment
and make the region more attractive.

The facility will provide a real structural improvement for the Opal Coast and, more widely, 
the Nord-Pas de Calais region, eventually offering a wide range of sports and leisure facilities 
to a broad population.

The development of lakes and related facilities, the creation of a country park, the new landscape
(relief, mounds, woodland, etc.) and the various educational and recreational activities
on offer will attract large numbers of people at weekends, during the summer season 
and for organised events.

The place for sports and nature-lovers

The main clienteles targeted by the project are sports enthusiasts, nature-lovers and families, 
who will be able to enjoy the facilities and the green, natural environment to the full.

A strong concept combining
sports, leisure and nature
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The future PAarc’s main aims are to attract nature-lovers and families looking for peace 
and quiet and recreational activities, and sportsmen and women keen to train in the best
possible conditions.

The PAarc will be open to all: the local and national population and that of the Euro-region. 
It will be an ideal venue for all tourists looking for a country site offering a wide range of activities for
a weekend or a holiday.

It will be a real “shop window” for the North – in addition to Valjoly – close to Pas-de-Calais, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Germany, and will form part of a thriving tourist
centre by helping to develop waterway tourism on the Aa (Gravelines / Saint-Omer direction), 
building areas of high-quality leisure accommodation and offering a wide variety of holidays 
and breaks and a full range of services. Investors operating in the field of residential leisure parks
have already expressed an interest in joining the project.
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The PAarc has taken up a firm “sport, leisure, nature, family” stance, offering the communes
in the “Rives de l’Aa” area an opportunity to own a high-quality facility. 

The “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” project is part of the Regional Sustainable Development Plan, 
the Flanders/Dunkirk Regional Coherence Plan and the Opal Coast Development Charter, 
which aim to:
• make sport one of the key components in developing the coastline and
making it more attractive,

• develop the natural heritage and pursue initiatives to enhance the li-
ving environment,

• to develop tourism and leisure.

Developing sporting 
and leisure activities

The structuring component of the “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” is the Olympic water sports centre,
which enjoys a special location and easy access via major roads and stations serving Paris, 
Lille and London. It is an outstanding sports facility and the only one of its kind north of Paris.

“The Olympic water sports centre, the giant of the PAarc”

The water sports centre’s size – 2,237 m long, 138 m wide and a constant 3 m deep – means
that it can be used to organise national and international competitions in rowing, canoeing, triathlon,
long-distance swimming, disabled sport, etc. In addition to championships, the water sports centre
may also accommodate top athletes looking to take part in training courses and athletes from 
regional clubs preparing for their championships.

Finally, the centre may consider hosting foreign nations preparing for the London Olympics 
in 2012. Local and regional companies may also use the PAarc’s facilities and services to organise
seminars or management courses. Students on courses linked to the sports profession may 
also use the centre’s facilities.

Three complementary  
challenges
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Preserving and developing the environment

The PAarc is firmly in support of sustainable development, the environment,
ecology and nature protection. The PAarc will provide a contrast to the heavy
presence of industry in the region and will help to offer a balance between
green leisure areas and industrial sites.

“Seeking a living countryside that is concerned 
to enhance the living environment”

The PAarc is a haven of peace and greenery that will enable Aa “SIVOM” 
to meet a strong demand for local areas of countryside.
The different environments (woodland, ponds, dry meadows and wetlands, 
grey dunes, heathland, etc.) with their changing atmospheres and varied 
topography will offer visitors a green setting conducive to relaxation, the exploration of nature 
and family walks. The country park will be created in such a way as to preserve and develop 
the existing ecological potential of the local plant and animal life. Although the PAarc will offer 
areas open to the public, other areas will be more private and isolated, allowing nature to develop 
in its own way.

The PAarc will thus help to:
• Maintain biodiversity by creating areas specially set aside for nesting 
and reproduction and developing areas more conducive to observing 
wildlife,

• Restore biological continuity by creating a “green network” across 
the whole of the Dunkirk conurbation with the aim of providing lasting
breaks in urban development and keeping residential areas away 
from neighbouring industry,

• Rehabilitating aquatic habitats by experimenting with bank profiles more favourable to biodiversity
on the “Grand Meulengracht ditch” while preserving its ecological and hydraulic functions,

• Raise awareness of environmental issues by setting up environmental and sustainable 
development workshops linked to the creation of a nature reserve and a Nature Centre,

• Recovering materials: a landscaped wind protection mound will reduce the impact of prevailing
winds on the water sports centre and thus provide favourable conditions for water sports. 
From an environmental point of view, the mound will be built using steel slag from ArcelorMittal,
processed by SGA. The controlled recovery of these materials is approved by DREAL (Regional 
Department for the Environment, Development and Housing) and has the advantage of preserving
other natural resources.

• Decontaminate the site of the former Saint-Georges-sur l’Aa Household Waste Incineration site
and an unauthorised waste disposal site. Concerning the former site, DRIRE (Regional Department
for Industry, Research and the Environment) has agreed to a technical method for confining 
residual clinkers in the landscaped mound. The waste disposal site will undergo requalification 
and rehabilitation works to combine environmental interests with economic benefits.

• Apply the principles of High Environmental Quality (HEQ) by controlling the impacts on the external
environment through eco-construction and eco-management.
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Giving a boost to the economy and tourism

Aa “SIVOM” will make this multi-purpose park an open site, with activities all year round.
It will offer a broad and varied range of products to meet the needs and expectations of its clienteles
(top sportsmen and women, amateur sportsmen and women, families, business people, local 
inhabitants, tourists etc.). It will thus develop different activities and services such as entertainment,
meals, accommodation and shops, based in particular on the potential of the Aa.

“The Aa, a peaceful river…”

The Aa is part of the network of waterways in Nord-Pas de Calais, which is connected to those 
of Belgium, Germany and Great Britain, and is an excellent vehicle for developing waterway 
tourism and leisure activities for boat-lovers, tourists and the local and regional population.

“… with many resources.”

The creation of the Olympic water sports centre along the banks of the Aa frees the river from 
all sporting activities and thus makes it easier to develop waterway tourism. It is easy to follow 
the Aa to Bourbourg, Watten and Saint-Omer, towns with considerable historic, cultural, 
natural and sporting potential. In terms of leisure activities, fishing is the most widely practised 
at the moment, and waterway boating is growing in popularity. One could consider creating 
a riverside halt that would be the starting-point for boat excursions on the river. The hire of mini-
barges and small electric boats, and the introduction of cruises on the Aa and tourist circuits 
are currently under study. The boat excursion round the ramparts in Gravelines already attracts
18,000 visitors during the season. More “greenways” will be set up along the river. Different
forms of accommodation such as a hotel, a “chalet-style” residential park or a holiday village, 
built with the Community as general contractor, will provide a complete offer and allow nature, 
heritage and traditional circuits to be set up.

Blue, green and fresh air…

The PAarc is an outstanding project 
for tourism, leisure and sport …
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Plan d’aménagement du PAarc
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Hauteur de 
la butte : 16 m

Ville de 
Saint-Georges-sur-l’Aa
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A vast development
programme

The PAarc des Rives de l’Aa development works
are split into two phases.

Building the multi-purpose 
Olympic water sports centre 

The first phase aims to build the multi-purpose 
Olympic water sports centre as a base for 
multi-disciplinary sports (rowing, canoeing, 
triathlon, long-distance swimming). This will act 
as a training and residential centre for a large 
number of international teams preparing for the 
2012 London Olympics, for example.

The works, which began in October 2008, involve 
the demolition and re-routing of the existing network 
of roads and ditches, the building of the Olympic water
sports centre, the building and greening of the wind
protection mound and the construction of the road 
network and car parks required to run the site.

Creating the leisure lake and the nature reserve

The second phase of the works aims to create a lake to be used for wind-based sports
(dinghy sailing, windsurfing, Optimist, etc.) and leisure activities (fishing, cable skiing, etc.). 
It also includes the development of a nature area made up of wetlands and other, varied 
environments (grey dunes, peat-bogs, etc.) that will help to preserve biodiversity.

The footpaths, cycle tourism tracks and bridle paths in the PAarc will help to reinforce 
the network of non-polluting trails between Gravelines, Saint-Georges-sur l’Aa, Bourbourg, 
Loon-Plage and Craywick.

06/11/2008 Scraping the soil from the first compartments.
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A year’s work on the site…

19/11/2008 
Starting the base for the future

landscaped mound

11/04/2009 
Using rocks to stabilise the banks 
of the future water sports centre 

11/03/2009 
Extracting the sand taken 

from the earthworks on the compartments

20/04/2009 
Drawing down the water level 

to dig out the ditch

Grand Meulengracht Ditch
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18/05/2009 
Forming the landscaped mound
(coating of soil)

Earthworks on four 150 ml compartments

28/05/2009 
Making the new Grand Meulengracht Ditch watertight

28/05/2009 
Bringing in materials from outside to form the landscaped mound
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08/09/2009 
Filling the water sports course to a length 

of approximately 600 m

12/10/2009 
Installing the curtain of sheet piles 
on the finishing quay

10/11/2009 
Coating the landscaped

mound with soil

Opening the new 
Saint-Georges-sur-l’Aa bypass 



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

29

02/03/2010 Filling the water sports course to a length of approximately 1,200 m

24-26/11/2009 
Getting rid of the coffer dam separating two compartments



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

30

A year of site visits and meetings …

12/06/2009 
Press conference in the presence of Christian Devos, Deputy Mayor in charge o
f Sport, Dominique Naëls, Chairman of the Dunkirk Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Denis Masseglia, Chairman of the French National Olympic and Sports Committee, Bertrand Ringot, Chairman of Aa “SIVOM”,
Jean-Jacques Mulot, Chairman of the French Rowing Clubs Federation, Bernard Faucon, municipal councillor in charge of Tourism,
Major Facilities and the Town’s Image, Francis Luyce, Chairman de la French Swimming Federation, Vincent Hohler, Chairman of the French
Canoeing Federation and André Leclercq, vice-Chairman of the French National Olympic and Sports Committee.

19/12/2009 
Site visit by the elected representatives of Aa “SIVOM”,
companies and partner organisations

19/11/2009 
Visit by Mrs. Svetla Otzetova 
(responsible for approving 
Olympic water sports centres 
on behalf of F.I.S.A.)

11/05/2010
The members of the Russian 
Canoeing Federation visit 
the PAarc and the amenities 
in Gravelines as part of 
the preparation for their 
2012 Olympics training 
programme.

26/03/2010
Visit to the PAarc by the Chairman of the Regional
NPDC Canoeing Committee, Mr. Olivier Bayle, 
accompanied by his regional technical managers.

28/11/2009 
Presentation of the development to the people of 
Saint-Georges and neighbours, with a tour of the PAarc.
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The PAarc in figures
The “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” is a colossal project that began in October 2008.

• Twenty vehicles operating on the site (dumpers, diggers, loaders, bulldozers, backhoe loaders).

• 100 truck return trips a day to supply treated slag, i.e. 2,500 tonnes of materials imported
per day to build up the landscaped mound.

• 15 firms working on the site, i.e. 45 people.

• An Olympic-size water sports centre: 2,237 m long by 138 m wide, i.e. 31 hectares with 
a minimum depth of 3 m.

• An imposing landscaped mound: 2,000 m long, 70 m wide and 16 m high, with a grassed 
surface area of 17 ha, 9 ha of which is grazing land, 4 ha for hay-making and 4 ha of woodland.

• A 17 ha leisure lake.

• A country park comprising 12 ha of woodland and 21 ha of wetlands, including a 14-hectare
nature reserve and 7 ha set aside for educational work.

• 1,000.000 m3 of water required to fill the Olympic water sports centre and 340,000 m3

to fill the leisure lake.

• 1,500,000 m3 of material excavated to dig out the Olympic water sports centre 
and 600,000 m3 of material excavated to dig out the leisure lake.

• 100,000 to 200,000 m3 of material excavated to dig out the wetlands.

• 12 km of walking, cycling and riding trails created.

• 2,390 ml of ditches, including 740 ml for ecological purposes.

• 1,615 parking spaces available for cars (including 240 near the Olympic water sports centre,
380 near the leisure lake and 45 near the country park) and 200 spaces for buses 
and boat trailers.
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The history
of the PAarc

1980s: Application prior to obtaining the Declaration of Public Interest (DPI), 
and start of land acquisitions

1993: Second DPI application with a public enquiry and further land acquisitions

June 1993: Development pre-project setting out the functions and components 
of the programme (Olympic water sports centre, leisure lake, country park, etc.)

February 1994: Public enquiry to authorise the works under the Water Act

1997: Decision by Aa “SIVOM”, showing its wish to carry out the project 
as part of the Lille 2004 candidature, with a 60% joint financing commitment

October 2001: Environmental study

2002-2003: Application for authorisation under the Environment Regulations

2003-2004: Financial and legal feasibility study

2004-2005: Pilot project and project management phases

2004-2005: Geotechnical and hydrogeological studies

2005: Venturi studies to protect the water sports centre against prevailing winds

2007: European invitation to tender to choose firms to take on 
the “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” development works

May to June 2007: Public enquiries to authorise the works under the Water Act 
and the Bouchardeau Act

April to May 2007: Initial archaeological assessment over 27 ha

January  2008: CNDS (National Committee for the Development of Sport) decides 
to allocate a grant (1,000.000 euros)

March to April 2008: Second archaeological assessment over 26 ha

October 2008: Third archaeological assessment over 17 ha

20 october 2008: Routine order for starting the works
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February  2009: The Nord Departmental Council signs an agreement to allocate 
a grant (2,000.000 euros)

March 2009: Fourth archaeological assessment over 26 ha

June 2009: Acceptance of 4 compartments forming part of the water sports centre 
(i.e. 600 m of rowing lake filled) and a Regional Council decision to allocate 
a grant (3,000.000 euros)

12 June 2009: Press conference 

August  2009: Acceptance of 2 further compartments (i.e. 900 m of rowing lake filled)

October 2009: Opening of the new Saint-Georges-sur l’Aa road to traffic

October to 
November 2009: Fifth archaeological assessment over 13 ha

19 November 2009: Visit by Mrs. Svetla Otzetova (approval of the Olympic water sports centre by FISA)

End of 
November 2009 : Acceptance of 3 further compartments (i.e. approximately 1200 m 

of rowing lake filled)

Décember 2009: Dunkirk Urban Community agrees to provide contributions (3,000.000 euros)

March 2010: Sixth archaeological assessment over 22 hectares

Oct. / Nov. 2010: Acceptance of the Olympic water sports centre

End 2010-
Summer 2011: Olympic water sports centre to be finalised and brought into service

May 2011: First competitions to be organised at the water sports centre

February 2012: Landscaped mound to be finalised
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Financing 
the PAarc
The estimated cost of the development, excluding initial acquisitions, is 21,520,000.00 €. 
This is broken down as follows:
- Works : 20,250,000.00 €

- Studies : 1,270,000.00 €

Financial contributions have come from:
• The Government - National Centre 
for the Development of Sport (CNDS): 1,000,000.00 €

• Nord-Pas de Calais Regional Council: 3,000,000.00 € (phase 1)
• Nord Departmental Council: 2,000,000.00 €

• Dunkirk Urban Community (CUD): 3,000,000.00 €

• DUNKIRK LNG - EDF group: 3,000,000.00 €

• FODEL – Government-Region contract: 500,000.00 €

Other grants are anticipated from:
• The European Union– European Regional Development Fund (FEDER)
• Government - National Fund for Regional Development (FNADT)

The operation will finally receive grants to cover approximately 60 % of the total completion cost.

Aa “SIVOM” is the contracting authority for the operation.
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des Rives de l'Aa

Le

42



The PAarc, 
a team project

4343



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

44



des Rives de l'Aa

Le

45

The PAarc, 
a team project
• Contracting authority: Aa “SIVOM”

• Project Managers: Agence NOYON (landscape architect), MA-GEO (Roads/Networks and surveyor) 
and CEBTP-SOLEN (hydrology and geotechnics)

• Specialist engineering and design offices: ETRS (environmental studies), Agence ALFA (ecological
studies) and CSTB (wind protection study), ENTIME (environmental monitoring of the site)

• Government departments:Ministry of Sport and Health, CNDS, Regional Prefecture,
Dunkirk Sub-Prefecture de, MISE, INRAP, DRDJS, DREAL…

• Local authorities: Nord - Pas de Calais Regional Council, Nord Departmental Council, 
Dunkirk Urban Community, SMCO, the communes of Gravelines and Saint-Georges-sur-l’Aa,
etc.

• Sports federations: International and French Rowing Club Federation, International 
and French Canoeing Federation, French Triathlon Federation, French Long Distance Swimming
Federation, French Paralympic Sports Committee, Regional Olympic Sports Committee, 
Nord Fishing Federation, etc.

• Local sports clubs and corresponding leagues: rowing, canoeing, triathlon, sailing, swimming, 
diving, fishing, aero modelling, running, cycling, mountain biking, horse riding, etc.

• Naturalist and environmental organisations: CPIE Maritime Flanders, GON, 
Bailleul National Botanical Conservatory, etc.

• Companies: EIFFAGE Travaux Publics - APPIA Nord, SGA Matériaux, Arcelor Mittal, Cegelec
North & East, EPV, GMC, Envirotech, ERF, Alfa étanchéité, Qualiconsult Sécurité, Littoral Espaces
Verts, Plaetevöet, STC Courtois, FTSC Forage, Forclum, Dambricourt…

• Concessionnaries: “Première section des Waeteringues”, ERDF, GRT gas, France Telecom,
SMAERD, Lyonnaise des Eaux, SNCF, Dunkirk Urban Community, Nord Departmental Council
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The contracting authority:  
Aa “SIVOM” 
What is Aa “SIVOM”?

• Name: Aa “SIVOM”

• Status: A Public Establishment for Cooperation between Communes

• Represented by: M. Bertrand RINGOT, Chairman of Aa “SIVOM” and Mayor of Gravelines

• Communes in the group: Bourbourg, Craywick, Gravelines, Loon-Plage and Saint-Georges-sur-l’Aa

• Number of inhabitants: approximately 27,000

• Location:

Aa “SIVOM” areas of competence

Since 1992, the communes of Bourbourg, Craywick, Gravelines, Loon-Plage and 
Saint-Georges-sur-l’Aa have been grouped together in an Intercommunal Multi-purpose 
Syndicate known as the Aa “SIVOM”. Its primary aim is to support and coordinate the development
of tourism and cultural activities in its area. The syndicate thus helps to promote leisure, cultural, 
social and tourist activities by designing facilities and acquiring the land and property required 
for such operations. The SIVOM may also coordinate and manage facilities such as the marina 
in Gravelines.

25 minutes from Calais
25 minutes from Dunkirk
3 hr from Paris
1 hr 50 from Brussels
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Current and recently completed projects 

Aa “SIVOM” is committed to a policy of developing and promoting its tourist, sporting, environmental
and cultural assets and is responsible for a number of development projects that add to the facilities
already available in the area:

• the “PAarc des Rives de l’Aa” (Gravelines and Saint-Georges-sur l’Aa) aims to develop 
a vast area of approximately 175 hectares as a leisure and outdoor sports centre (Olympic rowing
and canoeing centre, leisure lake, nature reserve, etc.) in the heart of a country park (woodland,
walking/cycling/riding trails, meadows, etc.).

• the installation of the contemporary work “Chapel of Light” by Sir Anthony Caro (Bourbourg)
In the Gothic choir of the Saint-Jean-Baptiste church, listed as a historic monument (inaugurated
on 11 October 2008, visits organised by the “choeur de lumière” reception centre – 03 28 22 01 42
– www.lechoeurdelumiere.fr).

• the renovation of the peal of bells in the Bourbourg church, which involved replacing 
the former instrument and the existing equipment., 50 bells were founded with a view to being
installed in the bell tower. Access to the wall-walk was renovated and work was done to highlight
the roof ornaments (bells inaugurated on 21 December 2008, visits organised by the Rives de l’Aa
Tourist Office – 03 28 65 83 83 - www.tourisme-gravelines.fr).

• the development of green spaces at Galamé farm (Loon-Plage) is based on two major, 
original themes: Flemish tradition and fishing. A fishing pond has been dug out, theme gardens
have been laid out, the zoo has been developed and the site has been landscaped (inaugurated 
on 13 July 2009).

• the rehabilitation of the fish market site (Bourbourg), listed as a historic monument, 
will provide accommodation for the Gravelines / les Rives de l’Aa Tourist Office reception 
and information branch, the shop (sale of derivative products, audio-guide hire, etc.) 
and the centre for interpreting the work of Sir Anthony Caro.

• the development of the marina (Gravelines) has continued with the replacement of purlins 
on the Quai des Islandais and the Vauban Dock.

• the development of a central landscaped garden in Craywick aims to include the installation
of play areas for children, the provision of street furniture and the landscaping of the site.
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The regional and tourist  
context
Only a few miles from the English Cliffs, the Nord - Pas de Calais region is totally atypical 
in the eyes of its visitors.

Its geographical location between England, Benelux and Germany make it one of the crossroads 
of Europe, and many pages of Europe’s history have been written and recorded here.

Nord - Pas de Calais is a fertile and industrious region that has always been coveted, invaded 
and conquered, but once the noise of battle has faded, it has taken from this clash of cultures 
a rare ability to assimilate what other civilisations have to offer without losing its identity.

Today, Nord - Pas de Calais is France’s biggest urban
concentration after Paris, with 4 million inhabitants. 
This great mass of people has created lively, prosperous
towns that have their own very special atmosphere.
Traditions are maintained and encourage the warm-hearted
friendliness of northern people. This generosity and 
cordiality are also to be found in the way people live side 
by side and in regional gastronomy, which is simple 
and unfussy, using good local produce.

The Nord - Pas de Calais region has many facets and encourages the visitor to travel along
its ever-present waterways and through its calm, ever-changing landscapes, enjoying the
spectacle of its ever-changing colours and its remarkable architectural treasures.

This peaceful region arouses nonchalance, surrender, simplicity and communion, and encourages us
to share with its inhabitants the love of celebration, as seen in Brueghel’s paintings, the carnivals,
the great sales and the processions of giants...

To find out more?
www.tourisme-nordpasdecalais.fr
www.tourisme-gravelines.fr
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Practical  
information
How to travel to and from Gravelines.

By road
• A 26 motorway, follow signs for Dunkirk, A 16 motorway exit 52 (Bourbourg / Gravelines)
• A 25 motorway, follow signs for Calais,  A 16 motorway exit 52 b (Bourbourg / Gravelines)

Distances and driving times:
• From London: Via the Channel Tunnel: 155 km / 2 hr 30
• From Brussels: 172 km / 1 hr 50
• From Amsterdam: 364 km / 3 hr 45
• From Luxembourg: 388 km / 3 hr 55
• From Paris: 281 km / 3 hr
• From Lille: 86 km / 1 hr
• From Saint-Omer: 30 km / 35 min
• From Dunkirk: 30 km / 25 min
• From Calais: 30 km / 25 min

By rail
• Train Amsterdam / Lille: 4 hr
• Eurostar Calais Frethun / London: 1 hr
• Eurostar Brussels / Lille: 2 hr
• Train Brussels / Lille: 35 min
• TGV Paris Nord / Dunkirk: 1 hr 30 to 2 hr
• TER Lille/Dunkirk: 30 min to 1 hr
• TER Calais-Dunkirk / Dunkirk-Calais (stopping at Gravelines): 30 min

By air
• Lille-Lesquin Airport 
• Roissy Charles de Gaulle Airport
• Brussels Airport
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+33 (0)3 28 21 42 76
contact@lepaarc.com

www.lepaarc.com
www.tourisme-gravelines.fr 

www.ville-gravelines.fr


